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Using art + technology to improve the
working conditions ol sex workers.

www.theaphroditeproject.tv

Norene Leddy: Artist, Project Lead
Andrew Milmoe: Technical Lead
Ed Bringas: Technical Lead
Melissa Gira: Web Director,
Community Advisor

Project Description

Platforms. the latest series of work in the
ongoing Aphrodite Project. 1s an inter-
active, wearable device that is both a
conceptual homage to the Greek goddess
Aphrodite. as well as a practical object
for the contemporary sex worker. The link
between sex work and technology extends
back to classical Greece, where all
prostitution fell under the domain ol
Aphrodite. and the pornai istreetwalkers
walked the dusty streets of Athens. In an
early hack, they put tacks on the bottom
of their sandals to leave footprints with
the words “follow me™ written in the
carth. This inspired the Plalforms project:
contemporary silver sandals with built-in
salety, video, and GPS technologies that
link the wearer to emergency services and
an online community network. This
functionality is based on extensive social
rescarch and interviews with sex workers
and their allies.
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